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have transcended. Is it not a truer conception of reality that it is in 
some sense coextensive with experience, and a truer conception of 
experience that it includes all processes of apprehension so that ulti- 
mately the distinction between a priori and a posteriori vanishes ? 
Such, at least, would seem to be the point of view toward which the 
best thinking of the present is approaching. 

Wilbur M. Urban. 
Trinity College. 

La philosophic de Charles Renouvier. Introduction a l'etude du 

neo-criticisme. Par Gabriel Seailles. Paris, Felix Alcan, 1905. 

— pp. ii, 400. 

This very able book, which contains not only a clear and full resume 
of Renouvier's philosophy but much excellent critical comment upon 
it, will appeal to all who are interested in studying the various mani- 
festations of the genius, so complex and so many sided, of the French 
people. For unlike though Renouvier's method of thought is to those 
systems of speculation which we are wont to regard as most typically 
Gallic, yet the extent and strength of his influence in his own country, 
— an influence which, if waning, is by no means exhausted, — shows 
that in his philosophy there is something which finds ready acceptance 
in the national mind. This element we may guess to be the tendency to 
make direct application of the results of even the most abstruse specu- 
lation to the actual problems of individual and social life. Yet it is 
probable that future historians of philosophy will be less likely to 
classify Renouvier as an original French philosopher than as the last, 
and as one of the most important, of the direct inheritors of the 
Kantian tradition. With such a classification it is probable that he 
himself would scarcely quarrel ; ' neo-criticism ' was his own title for his 
system, and, though it grew into something very difficult to harmonize 
with the Kritik der reinen Vernunft, yet even in its latest development 
it claims to rest on principles which Kant was the first to firmly and 
permanently establish. 

As M. Seailles points out, it was the aim of Renouvier to effect a 
synthesis of the fundamental doctrines of Kant and Hume ; or rather, 
one might say, to correct and purify the Kantian system by importing 
into it that pluralism and phenomenalism which resulted from Hume's 
rigid analysis of human experience. The noumenon or thing-in-itself 
of the Critical Philosophy is expunged wholly from the French neo- 
criticism. But, unlike Hume, perhaps we must say less logically than 
Hume, Renouvier accepts, along with the phenomena themselves, and 
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as equally real with them, the laws which regulate them. It is the 
law, at once constitutive of and formed by thought, which is the a priori 
element in experience. These laws are imposed by the practical as 
well as the speculative reason, so that the exigences of the moral order, 
implying freedom, are dominant over physical relations, and a place 
is thus left for liberty in the sense of indeterminism. But pluralism, 
as Renouvier has understood and expounded it, in at least the earlier 
stages of his philosophical career, is essentially a mathematical con- 
cept, and rests for its validity on the discreteness of quantity. The 
infinite is a non-entity ; whatever exists, exists numerically, and the 
world consists of discontinuous limited phenomena, and is finite in 
space and time. With the denial of a plenum of substance and of the 
infinite, neo-criticism claims to have established a place for intermittent 
action, for original causes, and so for moral liberty. 

Nothing could be better than the synopsis and explanation given by 
M. Seailles of this which is probably the most dry and difficult part of 
Renouvier's philosophy, as to many minds it is the most unsatisfactory. 
It is hardly necessary to point out how the argument here advanced, if 
carried out to its furthest logical consequences, must lead to Pyrrhonism. 
The author's criticism goes to the root of the matter: " Si tout est 
nombre, rien sans doute n'est infini, mais la consequence suppose la 
premisse, c'est-a-dire la philosophic de Renouvier." If, however, we 
hesitate to grant this fundamental assumption to Renouvier, we cannot 
question the ingenuity and speculative genius with which he has built 
up his metaphysical and ethical theory upon it ; and his teaching in 
regard to developing and training the power of deliberation and 
rational thought, and of checking the tendency to confuse the unreal 
with the real which is due to passion and impulse, deserves particular 
attention. It is refreshing to find an apostle of pragmatism stating 
"la dernier mot d'une education rationelle, celui qui comprend tout 
quand ou la creuse, est Savoir douter, apprendre a douter. L' ignorant 
doute peu, et le fou ne doute jamais." 

The interest attaching to Renouvier's libertarianism lies less in the 
strength of his position than in the clearness with which he recognizes, 
and the vigor with which he endeavors to overcome, the logical diffi- 
culties which that position involves. He admits that, in abrogating 
the notion of necessary connection, he implies the existence of self- 
caused phenomena ; but this he regards as already given as the result 
of Hume's analysis. To admit indeterminism is to admit that a fact 
can arise independently of conditioning antecedents ; but this is in 
harmony with the neo-critical conception of the world as consisting 
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of discrete and discontinuous phenomena. Whether it can be recon- 
ciled with the conception of 'law,' which Renouvier himself lays 
down in other connections, may be open to doubt. Renouvier, 
aware of the difficulty of proving freedom, in his sense of the word, 
rather claims the right to assume it. We are free to believe that we are 
free, and in willing our freedom we establish it, for the voluntary ele- 
ment is the essential one in knowledge, which is an act rather than a 
state. We notice, however, that Renouvier seems in his earlier phi- 
losophy to state his doctrine of pragmatism with the most careful re- 
gard to the interests of the intelligence ; he does not deny the right 
and duty of each man to think ; but he emphasizes the essentially vol- 
untary character of the thought process itself, while pointing out the 
limitations that most frequently force us to content ourselves with 
probable explanations instead of intellectual proofs. On this latter 
point and on some others, his teaching is in accord with that of New- 
man in his Grammar of Assent, which still remains the most co- 
gent argument for probabilism that has ever been promulgated. Yet 
the old homely objection to all such reasoning remains apparently 
irrefutable, namely, that just in so far as any conclusion, whether as 
probable or certain, is reached under the influence of external au- 
thority, passion, moral aspiration, or individual preference, in so far 
does it rest on an unsound basis ; it is the partizan not the judge who 
has decided the case, and his sentence is neither valid nor final. 
The utility of a doctrine is one thing, its truth is another, and to ac- 
cept it on evidence that does not satisfy the reason because of its beauty, 
its pleasantness, or its practical results is to choose darkness rather than 
light. 

With the later developments of Renouvier' s thought, in which 
his philosophy approximates to the teaching of liberal Protestant- 
ism, M. Seailles shows some not unnatural impatience. It is, indeed, 
hard to see how the author of the earlier book bearing Renouvier' s 
name could without formal recantation teach the fanciful idealism of 
his later works. That the philosopher whose fundamental doctrine was 
the denial of substance, of the noumenon, and of the infinite in any 
form, should be a theist is startling enough ; for if there is any specu- 
lative system which may be called antitheistic, it is of course a thor- 
ough-going pluralism ; and it is equally surprising to find a consistent 
phenomenalist justifying a belief in the immortality of the soul. But 
such incongruities are as nothing when compared with the strange and 
fantastic cosmic history which the author of neo-criticism has con- 
structed in order to account for the present moral, social, and physical 
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condition of the world. The reader of even the short summary given 
by M. Seailles of these speculative vagaries may be tempted to draw 
the moral that, if an indulgence of ' the will to believe ' leads a bril- 
liant mind into such a confusion of wild imaginings, if probabilism 
run to seed results in the acceptance of crude improbabilities, it is 
better to wait patiently and humbly for the guidance of reason even at 
the cost of the most long-continued and painful doubts. 

Nothing but praise can be given M. Seailles for the way in which 
he has performed his task. Neo-criticism, as its originator presents it, 
is a somewhat dry and crabbed system, but it becomes lucid and inter- 
esting as presented in the volume before us, which may be confidently 
recommended to all students of philosophy who are not already 
familiar with Renouvier's writings. 

E. Ritchie. 

Halifax, N. S. 

System der Philosophie. Zweiter Teil : Ethik des reinen Willens. 

Von Hermann Cohen. Berlin, Bruno Cassirer, 1904. — pp. xvii, 

641. 

In the general system of philosophy upon which Professor Cohen is 
engaged, the first part treats of the logic of the pure knowledge, and 
the present volume, forming the second and complementary part, 
deals with the ethic of the pure will. The world of knowledge Pro- 
fessor Cohen grounds upon mathematics, which furnishes the under- 
lying basis for the various natural sciences. Following this general 
method, he finds the home of ethics within the sphere of jurisprudence. 
As the elemental principles of mathematics form the ground for the 
whole superstructure of knowledge, so in like manner the principles of 
ethics fall back upon the ground principles of jurisprudence. This 
fundamental relation, he insists, is seen when we contemplate the 
essential concepts which characterize the basal elements of ethics. Of 
these concepts the most central is that of man ; man is essentially the 
ethical object. But at once the question is raised, Is man to be re- 
garded as the individual man or men in general ? There is no neces- 
sary antithesis, however, between man and men ; for the seeming 
antithesis exists only between the one and the many. There is no 
antithesis, moreover, between the individual and the all, i. e., the 
universal of which he is a distinct representative. The ethical rela- 
tion of man to his fellows in society is essentially a relation of the one 
to the universal of which the one is a particular manifestation. Were 
the individual considered solely as an individual, he could not be re- 
garded as the subject of ethical relations. Unless the individual is 



